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southern properties real estate

kathylee0007@gmail.com

706-490-0007 (C)
706-782-9997 (O)

BROKER

Kathy Lee

68 NORTH MAIN STREET 
P.O. Box 7 • Clayton, GA 30525

4 Bedroom 2 Bath 
Cottage

$144,900

askforsharonramey@gmail.com
www.askforsharonramey.com

232 Coleman Heights Ln, 
Rabun Gap 30568

MLS#8395239  / $225,000
Large Move-in ready 4BR/3BA 
home on 2.1 acres in the Wolf-

fork area. Fireplaces. Additional 
space for you to park an RV. 
Seasonal mountain views.

SHARON 
STOVER-RAMEY
706-982-5468 (C)
706-782-9997 (O)

Licensed in GA / NC / SC
REDUCED

SandyKingSellsHomes@gmail.com
www.SandyKingSellsHomes.com

Terrific Home in
Grandview Neighborhood 

Call me for details
I do OPEN HOUSES!  Call/email 
me for Spring Showing Schedule!

SANDY KING

678-316-5066 (C)
706-782-9997 (O)

Licensed in GA / NC
NEW LISTING

kathylee0007@gmail.com

706-490-0007 (C)
706-782-9997 (O)

BROKER

Kathy Lee

68 NORTH MAIN STREET 
P.O. Box 7 • Clayton, GA 30525

Walk to Burton...
$178,000

brokers! agents! see your ad on this page next week for 4 weeks! call 706-782-3312

2195 Cody Road, 
Mt. aiRy

(706) 776-7827
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Financing Available

TT’S
APPLIANCE SERVICE
SC

Call today,
service right away

We service GE, Samsung, LG and more!

WWW.SCOTTSERVICE.ORG • 706-782-6821

706-949-5205

Clayton, GA 30525
1scotts.service@gmail.com

come up and help with 
weekend events, work 
the tasting room. That’s 
how I first got intro-
duced to Rabun Coun-
ty.”

Winemaking runs in 
Sandi Diehl’s family. 
Her grandfather em-
igrated to the U.S. in 
1922 from Italy.

Over the years, the 
couple and their chil-
dren visited Italy sever-
al times.

“We decided after a 
visit to Italy we’d like to 
make a batch of home-
made wine,” Diehl said. 
“We started making 
wine in the basement. 
We got some grapes 
from Carl. We tried the 
kit wine. We did that for 
10 years. We went to a 
lot of meetings. Sandi 
and I learned a lot more 
about making wine. As 
medical doctors, you 
understand the chem-
istry and microbiology 
enough so the science 
behind winemaking 
makes sense to you, and 
doesn’t intimidate you.”

In time, the couple 
studied for and com-
pleted the Wine Judge 
Certification program 
sponsored by the Amer-
ican Wine Society.

“When you start mak-
ing wine, you’re going 
to make some good wine 

and you make some not 
so good wine,” Diehl 
said. “Any you think, 
‘how do I describe this, 
what is it I don’t like 
about this? What’s 
wrong with this?’ You 
can read about it, but 
you really have to get 
some hands-on knowl-
edge with it.”

Diehl said he grew to 
be interested in pur-
chasing a controlling 
interest in the win-
ery, “but only if Carl 
would stay around for 
two years so we could 
learn.”

Diehl said he and his 
family look forward to 
being a part of the com-
munity and the growing 
wine industry in North 
Georgia.

“We’re a big part of 
the agri-tourism,” he 
said. “We’re a business. 
We’re part of the local 
economy. Our plan is to 
make really good wine. 
I want to see the busi-
ness expand. We have 
a lot of business now. 
We sold out three of our 
wines before we got the 
other wines ready to 
release.”

Growing grapes and 
producing fine wines in 
North Georgia can be 
daunting, Diehl said.

“Growing grapes here 
is a big challenge, but 
I think we’re doing a 
great job,” he said. “Be-
cause we’re new and so 
small, we haven’t gotten 
to a critical mass. It 
takes quality and a real 

dedication to producing 
quality wine. Then you 
get a critical mass and 
receive some recogni-
tion. The same thing 
happened in Oregon, or 
the Finger Lakes region 
of New York. There are 
something like 35 win-
eries in North Georgia 
and approximately 65 
wineries across the 
state. It’s a long road, 
but we’re well on our 
way.”

Stonewall Creek 
Vineyards consists of 
20 acres—including 
7 acres of vines—on 
Standing Deer Lane off 
Bridge Creek Road.

The Facklers pur-
chased portions of what 
had been Stonewall 
Creek Farm in 2004. 
They planted their first 
vines in 2005-06 and 
started making wine in 
2011.

In 2014, the couple 
opened a new tasting 
room on the property.

“When you visit a 
winery, it’s a beautiful 
setting,” Diehl said. 
“It’s like going to a golf 
course. They’re beauti-
ful and it’s so nice to be 
outside, and that’s the 
way a winery is.”

Diehl is no longer in 
an active medical prac-
tice and is working on 
getting Sandi to wind 
down her career so she 
can join him in Rabun 
County.

Meanwhile, he said 
his top priority is pro-
ducing the best wine 
possible.

“I want to really focus 
on quality,” he said. “I 
want to focus on that 
more than growing the 
business. If you do that, 
word will get out.” 

Wayne Knuckles/The Clayton Tribune
Mark Diehl trims grape vines at Stonewall Creek Vineyard Monday morning.
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Lake Living is now accept-
ing submissions for photogra-
phy that could be featured on 
the cover of the magazine’s 
spring 2019 edition.

Lake Living is a full-color 
regional guide to Northeast 
Georgia’s beautiful lakes.

Regional Publisher Alan 
NeSmith invites local pho-
tographers to submit their 
photographic representations 
the region’s lakes. Suggested 
subjects could include points 
of interest, natural features 
or scenic views. Photographs 
including people enjoying the 
lakes will be given additional 
consideration.

The magazine publishes 
the week of April 15 and will 
be distributed at visitor cen-
ters, chambers of commerce 
and retail outlets throughout 
the region during fall and 
winter.

The winner of the cover 
contest will receive $100.

Criteria for entering:
n Photographer must live 

in Elbert, Franklin, Haber-
sham, Hall, Hart, Rabun, 
Stephens, Towns, Union or 
White counties;
n Photograph must be tak-

en at a lake in Elbert, Frank-
lin, Habersham, Hall, Hart, 
Rabun, Stephens, Towns, 
Union or White counties;
n Photographer can 

submit up to three images;
n Photographer should 

submit a vertical image;
n Image should be of fall or 

winter scenery;
n Photographs must be 

high resolution;
n Photographer should 

leave room at the top of the 
image for the magazine logo;
n Photography must not 

include a commercial entity;
n Submission of a photo 

gives Community Newspa-
pers Inc. the right to publish 
the photo in Lake Living 
magazine;
n Each entry should 

include the photographer’s 
name, where and when the 
photo was taken, and the 
names of any people in the 
photo, if possible.

The deadline for submis-
sion is 5 p.m. Friday, March 
29.

Qualifying images should 
be submitted via email to spe-
cialpublications@cninewspa-
pers.com.

Lake Living photo contest 
is now accepting entries


