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By Megan Broome and 
Wayne Knuckles
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CLAYTON—By a margin of 
almost 2-1, the Special Pur-
pose Local Option Sales Tax 
(SPLOST) passed easily Tues-
day night, with 1,329 yes votes 
(63.80 percent) and 754 no votes 
(36.20 percent). 

Sky Valley voters also 
elected a new council member, 

choosing Moody Barrick over 
Hollie Steil as their represen-
tative. 

Barrick received 97 votes at 
55.43 percent, while Steil had 
77 votes at 44 percent. There 
was one write-in vote. 

Barrick could not be reached 
for comment Tuesday night. 
Steil did not comment on the 
results.

Out of 11,848 registered 
voters in Rabun County, 2,093 

cast their vote, which is a 17.67 
percent turnout. 

Tammy Whitmire, elections 
supervisor, said that the turn-
out was about average when 
compared to such elections 
historically. 

“For those who came out 
and voted, we’d just like to say, 
thank you,” Whitmire said. 

Whitmire credited her staff 
for their hard work during the 
election. 

“I just want to say how proud 
I am of my poll workers, staff 
and my board members. Time 
after time, after every election, 
they give 100 percent,” Whit-
mire said. 

A SPLOST is a special-pur-
pose local-option sales tax 
used as a financing method for 
funding capital outlay projects. 
It is an optional one-percent 
sales tax levied by any county 
for the purpose of funding the 

building of parks, schools, 
roads, and other public facili-
ties. 

According to the intergov-
ernmental agreement between 
all local governments, the 
money will be distributed 
between all local governments 
as follows: 
n $15.5 million to county 

Voters easily approve SPLOST

By Wayne Knuckles
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CLAYTON—A pro-
posed increase in the 
hotel/motel sales tax in 
Clayton that would be 
earmarked for down-
town improvements is 
apparently dead in the 
water, at least for now.

To increase the tax 
from 5 percent to 8 per-
cent requires legislative 

approval from the Geor-
gia General Assembly.

State Representative 
Matt Gurtler reiterated 
in a letter to Clayton 
Mayor Jordan Green and 
the city council Tuesday 
that he is opposed to any 
tax increase.

“I simply cannot 
support any additional 

By Wayne Knuckles
The Clayton Tribune

TIGER—There are a couple of 
new faces on the Rabun County 
winery scene.

Mark Diehl and his wife Sandi 
recently became co-owners of 
Stonewall Creek Vineyards, pur-
chasing an interest from founders 
Carl and Carla Fackler.

Diehl was hard at work recently 
in the field, pruning vines and 
preparing for the 2019 crop.

It’s a far cry from his career as 
an orthopedic surgeon, or from 
the couple’s beginnings of making 
homemade wine.

Diehl, a native of Michigan, first 
met Carl Fackler when the two 
worked together at Scottish Rite 

Hospital in Atlanta in the 1980’s.
Many years later, the Facklers 

and Diehls connected through the 
winery business.

“My wife saw an article in a 
magazine about Carl and Carla 
growing grapes in North Geor-
gia,” Diehl said. “We’d sometimes 

By Megan Broome 
Staff Writer

TALLULAH FALLS— The water fund budget was a 
significant topic of conversation at the recent Tal-
lulah Falls City Council work session and regular 
meeting.

Results from an audit completed by Joely Mixon, 
certified public accountant (CPA), showed that the 
town is subsidizing their water fund with money from 
the general fund budget. 

“So, just for a recap, we are subsidizing from our 
general fund into our water fund, estimating for this 
year to be $54,786,” said Teri Dobbs, mayor of Tallulah 
Falls. 
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CLAYTON—Rabun 
County native Alton 
Story Jr. helped pro-
tect presidents, kings, 
queens and even the Pope 
during his 21 years with 
the United States Secret 
Service.

The Rabun County 
High School and Univer-
sity of Georgia graduate, 
who now serves a direc-
tor of threat assessment 
at the University of 
Alabama, returned home 

last week to talk about 
his experiences with 
local students and mem-
bers of the Rotary Club of 
Clayton.

He spent a year on the 
road with then-presiden-
tial candidate Donald 
Trump, and was part 
of the protection detail 
when a man tried to take 
the stage from Trump 
during an Ohio cam-
paign stop in 2016,

“We knew something 
bad was going to hap-
pen, we just didn’t know 
when,” Story recalled. 

“The gentleman was 
trying to jump up on the 
stage. He was going to 
push candidate Trump 
off the stage, and he was 
going to steal the micro-
phone and talk to the 
crowd and convince them 
why, I guess, he should 
be president. That, un-
fortunately, was an all 
too common occurrence 
throughout the 2016 cam-
paign.”

Story, who helped pro-
tect Jimmy and Roslyn 
Carter, went skiing with 
Bill Clinton in Colorado, 

visited the Holy Land 
with vice president Al 
Gore and worked the 
rope line with Barrack 
Obama, said he worries 
about the political divide 
in America.

“Throughout my 
21-and-a-half years with 
the Secret Service, I’ve 
never seen this country 
so divided,” he said. “I’m 
very concerned, frankly, 
about what the 2020 elec-
tion is going to be. I’m 
very concerned about my 

Please see SPLOST, A6

New Stewards at Stonewall Creek

Wayne Knuckles/The Clayton Tribune
Mark Diehl, left, Winery Manager Alex Blackwood and Mozart (Mo) the faithful watchdog were busy pruning vines at Stonewall Creek 
Vineyard Monday morning.

Sandi and Mark Diehl take the reigns of local vineyard

Gurtler opposed 
to proposed 
Clayton hotel/
motel tax hike

TF council must make 
tough choices, mayor says

Please see TAX, A7

Please see TF, A6
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Rabun County native Alton Story Jr. recently retired after 21.5 years 
with the U.S. Secret Service.

Story recalls career with Secret Service
Please see WINERY, A9

Please see STORY, A7


